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making a livelihood, began to seep into Louisiana. By 1900 they numbered over seventeen thousand. When direct sailings between the Mediterranean and the Gulf of Mexico were established, their numbers increased rapidly and New Orleans became one of the, leading Italian centers in the United States.    From the city they soon spread into the adjoining region.    Today they grow cotton, sugarcane, and rice in nearly all the Southern States.   In the deep black loam of the Yazoo Delta they prosper as cotton growers.    They have transformed the neglected slopes of the Ozarks into apple and peach orchards.    New Orleans, Dallas, Galveston, Houston, San Antonio, and other Southern cities are supplied with vegetables from the Italian truck farms.    At  Independence,   Louisiana,   a   colony raises strawberries.    In the black belt of Arkansas they established Sunnyside in 1895, a colony which has survived many vicissitudes and has been the parent of other similar enterprises.    In Texas there are a number of such colonies, of which the largest, at Bryan, numbers nearly two thousand persons. In California the Italian owns farms, orchards, vineyards, market  gardens,   and  even  ranches. Here he finds the cloudless sky and mild air of his native land.    The sunny slopes invite vine culture.